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new series of great plays will parallel 
courses taught in departments of drama in 
high schools and colleges. There is an ever 
increasing demand for the classics which 
have made theatrical history, and we believe 
that Great Plays will satisfy in a large 
measure the desires of a theatre-going pub- 
lic which today does not have the oppor- 
tunity of seeing the masterpieces which 
were formerly presented by professional 
companies on cross-country tours." 
The American Library Association in en- 
dorsing the "Great Plays" will provide for 
their patrons copies of the masterpieces and 
complete reference material on the develop- 
ment of the drama. The splendid support 
which the public libraries will give through- 
out the country will aid the listener ma- 
terially in his preparation for the broad- 
casts. These great plays will be the chief 
works of representative dramatists whose 
masterpieces caused the spotlight of the 
theatre world to be turned on their respect- 
ive countries of Greece, Italy, England, 
France, Germany, Spain, Norway, Russia, 
Belgium, Ireland, Scotland, and America. 
The plays to be broadcast between Oc- 
tober and May include Euripides' The 
Trojan Woman; Everyman; The Great 
Magician, a commedia dell 'arte; Mar- 
lowe's Dr. Faustus; Shakespeare's Midsum- 
mer Night's Dream, Julius Ccesar, and 
Othello; Corneille's The Cid; Calderon's 
Life Is A Dream; Moliere's Bourgeois Gen- 
tilhomme; Goldsmith's She Stoops To Con- 
quer; Sheridan's The School for Scandal; 
Schiller's Mary Stuart; Lytton's Richelieu; 
Boucicault's The Octoroon; Tolstoi's Re- 
demption; Ibsen's A Doll's House; Gil- 
bert and Sullivan's Patience; Dumas Fils' 
Camille; Rostand's Cyrano de Bergerac; 
Fitch's Nathan Hale; Barrie's Peter Pan; 
Maeterlinck's Blue Bird; Galsworthy's 
Justice; Pinero's The Enchanted Cottage; 
Shaw's Back to Methuselah; Robinson's 
The White Headed Boy; and Maxwell 
Anderson's Elizabeth the Queen. 
THE READING TABLE 
The Progressive Elementary School: A Hand- 
hook for Principals, Teachers, and Parents. By 
Robert Hill Lane and others. New York: 
Houghton Mifflin Co. 1938. 208 pp. $1.90. 
Written by the vice-president of the Pro- 
gressive Education Association, 1936-1938, 
and his associates, and based on the phil- 
osophy of John Dewey and William Kil- 
patrick, this book excites the interest of the 
reader in its very first chapter, A Phil- 
osophy of Education; and in the last chap- 
ter—Assets and Liabilities—answers and 
answers well twenty charges made against 
progressive education. Some of the charges 
are that "this new education insists on com- 
plete freedom," that "children in the in- 
formal school must not be told to obey," 
that "the selection of units ... is a hap- 
hazard affair." 
The intervening chapters touch require- 
ments for teachers and other members of 
the personnel, the contacts with parents, the 
services rendered the children in the mat- 
ter of environment, teaching principles, 
experiences, development of social habits, 
etc. The book contains good pictures of 
child activity in various forms at the dif- 
ferent levels and gives a good reading list 
at the end. It will stimulate any teacher or 
parent who reads it. B. J. L. 
Creative Ways for Children's Programs. By 
Josephine Murray and Effie G. Bathurst. New 
York; Silver Burdett Co. 1938. 410 pp. $2.40. 
Realizing the great need of teachers in 
small schools for ideas and materials to aid 
in building programs, the authors offer 
many suggestions that will help children 
develop creative activities. In the first chap- 
ter the old form of programs is contrasted 
with the new form, showing the superiority 
of the latter. The teacher can set the stage 
for a program, but the children should initi- 
ate and plan it. It should be an outgrowth 
of their ideas and opinions. 
These creative types of programs have 
many distinct advantages. They not only 
give the children an opportunity to develop 
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these ideas and opinions, but also aid in the mentary reading. They are attractive from 
development of desirable personality traits; cover to cover with artistic, colorful, story- 
e. g. they bring out the children's original- telling pictures, and the principal musica 
ity and creativeness, teach them how to themes of the operas appear in music no- 
work in a group, inspire greater interest in tation at the appropriate places in the story, 
school work, and at the same time serve as The reader is therefore introduced to opera 
recreation for them. or can follow opera through words, pic- 
A pictorial section illustrates how various tures, and music. Each book has also a 
r ,• nn he carried brief biographical sketch of the composer types of creative programs can oe carrieu ^ i , . , 
out in an entertaining way. At the end are and a statement about his theories. 
given program materials and their sources. In the hope that the enjoyment of opera 
As a whole, this book is very interesting may be extended to more people and with 
and would be very helpful to any teacher the belief that the more one knows of opera 
f children H- E. the more he will enjoy it, the Metropolitan 0 c lfle '   ' Opera Guild has helped to prepare these 
Friedrich Paulsen, an Autobiography. Trans- books, which may fill several needs. They 
lated and Edited by Theodor Lorenz, with a are stories for young readers, anno- 
",S.. Ss tated librettos to be used in listening to 
S2S pp. $3.75. opera, or beautiful books for any musi- 
Paulsen, who died in 1908, had an unu- cjan's library. V. H. 
sually important and effective influence on . 
education. In these memoirs is a full .f- NEWS OF THE COLLEGE 
count of his private and professional life. 
of his education, from the country school- Celebrating Senior Day on November 2, 
house through his university career; of his the class donned caps and gowns and hs- 
professional life, including his account of tened to a message from Chancellor Joseph 
his struggle to reform the German educa- M. M. Gray of the American University in 
tional system. Here, in his own words, is Washington, D. C. 
the memorable scene when he defied Kaiser Chancellor Gray, an outstanding edu- 
William II as he fought for ideas which Cator of this country, studied in Germany 
eventually emerged victorious and brought under the auspices of the Carl Schurz 
about far-reaching changes in higher edu- Foundation. He has made an extensive 
cation in Germany. There is also the story study of the progress of German women 
of his defense of a Jewish lecturer in in securing greater freedom for themselves 
physics who was to be removed from the in every phase of life—the liberty that 
faculty because of his socialistic convic- American women possess. His address was 
t:nnc on "Education of German Women." 
The Story of Alda; The Story of Lohengrin; 
The Story of Hansel and Gretel. Adapted 
by Robert Lawrence. (Authorized editions of 
the Metropolitan Opera Guild, Inc.) New 
York; Silver Burdett Company. 1938. Each 
42 pp. 60 cents each. 
The three opera stories, as told by Rob- 
ert Lawrence, are simple and dramatic, fol- 
lowing closely the stage action. They are 
first of all good stories, suitable for young 
readers of the intermediate grades. But 
these little books offer more than supple- 
In an effort to place emphasis on work 
organized on the year basis and courses 
whose contents tie in more functionally with 
what lies ahead for the individual student, 
the Course of Study Committee is working 
on a complete revision of all the present 
curricula at this college . 
The committee, composed of Dr. W. J. 
Gifford, Miss Katherine M. Anthony, Mrs. 
Pearl P. Moody, Mr. George Chappelear, 
